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Of the late Dreadful 


| EARTHQUAKE and FIRE, 
Which deſtroyed the 
CITY of LISBON, 
The Metropolis of Portugal, 


In a Letter from a Merchant Reſident there, 


yo to his Friend in England. 
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the Capital of Portugal in Ruins; 
N the Fire which thereupon 
broke out in ſeveral Parts of them 
at once, and (aſſiſted by ſome wick- 
ed Incendiaries for the =_ of Plun- 
der) burning furiouſly for five ſuc- 
ceſſwe Days, reduced 5 whole Mg- 
tropolis to Aſhes ; g rendering it ſuch 
a Spectacle of Terror and Amaze- 
ment, as well as of Deſolation to Be- 
hokdels, as perhaps has not been 
equalled from the Foundation of the 
World! Of theſe, my F riend, 1 ſhall 
endeavour to give you a true De- 
{(cription ; relying on the Veracity 
of my Narrative to atone for all 
Imperfections of Stile and Method: 

Particulars, that a Mind and Heart 
agitated as mine have been, muſt 

be ſuppoſed little capable of arten "= 
ing to, and therefore I only pretenC 
to give you a ſimple Account of 


Things juſt as they happened, with 


out 467 other Circumſtance to re” 
= I commend 


%s "£25 
-—— 


073] 
commend it to your ſerious Peruſal; 
than the Importance of the Subject, 
and the Veracity of the Relation. 
It may, perhaps, be neceſſary 
previouſly to inform you, that the. 
City of Liſbon, which was ſituated 
on the Northern Shore of the River 
Tagus, about ſix Leagues from the 
Sea, ſtood upon very uneven Ground, 
and alſo char its Streets and Bu 16dings 
in general, were extremely irregular. 
A Valley between two: high Hills, 


all- covered thick with Edifices, is 
the general Deſcription of the Place. 


The Valley which runs North and 
South, was undoubtedly the Seat of 


the ancient City: On the Side next 
the River of which ſtood the King's 
Palace, with a large open Square to 
the Eaſtward of it, ſeparated by ſome 
low Buildings, a ſmall Fort and a 
Wall, from the principal Key of the 


City, and a much 1 ſandy 
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Valley was another extenſive 


called Rocio, in which therd was held : 
a daily Market, and a weekly Fair: 


And . was the Inquiſition ſitu- 
ated, the Church and Convent of St. 


Dominick, the Hoſpital, and other 
5 


The principal Streets of the City 


public as well as private 


were between theſe two Squares, and 


the Middle of them might be reckon: | 
ed the Centre of it. On the sum 
mit of the Hill to the Baſtern Side. 


was ſituated the Caſtle of St. Geor gh: 
or Liſbon, with a ſpacious. Platform 
before it, 1 Ca by a parapet 


Wall which was planted chick with | 


Cannon. And the whole Hill ex. 


cept Part of the Weſtern Side f it 
was covered thick with Buildings 


the Streets and Lanes of which, were 
moſt remarkably narrow. On the 
Hill to the Weſtward were many 
ſtately Buildings, particularly the 
Palace of Broganza, and m this m_— 


[rs 8 . 3 


4 and fat OY GAY — AA 


eil. 


of the Town the Streets were in ge- 
neral wider, the Buildings better, 
and the Proſpects pleaſanter than in 
either of the others. There were 
ſcattered about the various Parts of 
che City, many ſpacious Convents 
and princely Palaces of the Nobility: 
And of Churches and Chapels an in- 
numerable Quantity, not extremely 
beautiful in their Architecture, but 
immenſely rich in interior Orna- 
ments. I ſhall not enlarge on the 
other publick or private Parts of 
that City wich is now no more; hav- 
ing, I hope, given you an Idea of 
its Situation ſufficient for my preſent 
Purpoſe. The Number of Souls. it 
contained, I have heard rationally 
computed | at about three hundred 
and fiſty thouſand. 


It may be proper, likewiſe hw 
to inform you, that various have 
been the O pinions of People concern- 
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tre! 


ing the Time Duration of de two 


violent Shocks of the Earthquake, 


and the Interval that Was between 
them; which I, and many others, 
have eſtimated at a Quarter of an 
Hour, meaſuring it in our Imagi- 


nations by what we employed our- 


ſelves about from -the Beginning to 


the Ending of that tremendous Vi- 
ſitation; during the Operations of 
which, as it pleaſed God to preſerve 
my Mind in intire Compoſure; and 
its full firmneſs, I ſhall inform” ”=_ 
of what paft with” me, and that pe 

haps will give you a tolerable Idea ; 
of the EARTHQUAKE and at the ſame | 
time enable you to frog? of e f 


Ti 1me of 1 its duration. 


{lived in a Houſe not 100 from the 2: 
entre of the City, ata ſmall eminence | 
the foot of the Hill, towards the 

F: ft N ſide of it. Our Houſe Was 
fou Stories high, reckoning the 


ground 


[8] | 

ground Story for one, the two upper- 
— of Which, as is nſual in that 
City, ſerved for the accommodation 
of our Family, the lower ones being 
alotted for the uſes of Buſineſs, Sta- 
bling, &c. In the third Story was 
my Bed- chamber, and one of the 
two outermoſt next the Street of ſe- 
ven Rooms that were upon that 
Floor. There was I fitting on the 
firſt Day of the preſent Month, about 
ten of the Clock: in the Morning; {the 
Weather being ſerene; and- the Sk 
without a Cloud in it,) when 1 felt 
the Houſe - begin - gently to ſhake; 
which gradually. increaſed with aruſh- 
ing noiſe, like the Sound of heavy 
Carriages, driving hard at ſome Diſ- 
tance, and ſuch I at firſt imagined 
the Cauſe of the Noiſe and Shaking I 
heard and felt. But both of them 

gradually increafing, and obſerving 
the Pictures in my Room to flap 


n the Walls. I ſtarted up, and 
| B 2 immme- 


EE 
immediately perceived it was an 
EarTHQUAKE; and having never 
been ſenſible of the Shaking of one 
before, I ſtood a good while very 
compoſedly remarking its Operati- 
ons; till from waying and ſhaking, 
I thought the Mm began to roul, 
which made me run towards an in- 
ward one; more to the Centre of 
the Houſe; but the Motion was then 
ſo extremely violent, that I with 
_ Difficulty, kept upon my Feet. Every 
part of the Houſe cracked about me, 
the Tiles rattled on the Top of it; 
j the Walls rent on every fide; the 
1 Doors of a pretty large Book-caſe that 
U ſtood in my Room, and which were 
locked, burſt open, and the Books 
fell from the Shelves within it, but 
not till after I was got into the Room 
adjoining; and I heard, with Ter- 
ror, the falling of Houſes round 
about, and the Screams and Cries of 
0 People from every Qnarter, At 
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139 
length, all beginning to ſettle into 
ſtilneſs again, I went into three or 
four Rooms of the Floor I was upon, 
to look for Servants, but finding none; 
concluded, with good reaſon, they 
had all left the Houſe, So return- 
ing to my Room, I determined to 
change my Cloaths (for I was in a 
Night-Gown, Cap, and Slippers, ) 
and go out alſo. I had dreſt my 


Legs, and was putting on my Coat 


and Waiſtcoat, (having firſt put up 
my Books in their Caſe and locked the 
Doors of it) when. I felt the ſecond 
Shock begin: So I ſnatched up my 
Hat, and taking my Wig from a 


Seoul; ran down one pair of Stairs 


and half way another, when I ſtopt 


ſhort, on hearing Tiles and large 


Sticks) falling from the Top of our 
own Houſe and another into a ſmall 


yard I muſt paſt through. This 
made me reflect, that by flying from 
one — Houle, I ran the riſk of 

| being 


being buried alive under Ruins. Here 
while I remained, the Step J flood F 


[ 14 ] 


being buried under the Ruifis of many 


others in the narrow Streets 1 _ 
be obliged to pals before I-could: ge 

to any Place of greater Safety, 2 
determined: to remain where I was, 


which was on a winding ſtone Stain 


caſe, each ſtep of which was an en- 
tire Stone, of about the length of a 
Yard and an half; and this place 
choſe preferable to any other on the 


Conſideration, that if the Houſe fell, 
the Stones over my Head would put | 
an immediate end to my Life, and | 


prevent the more miſerable Fate of 


upon as well as thoſe over my Head, 


lifted to a moſt ſhocking Degree, and | 


I expected every Moment to be 


cruſhed to Death. Here, while 1 ö 


continued, I heard, from ſome part 
ofthe Yard: below:; me, a mournful | 
Voice groaning, and calling out for | 


Help, with confiderable intervening 


pauſes . 
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| my endeavour to offer any Aſſiſtance. 


n 8 


[x5] 
pauſes, at leaſt for a dozen Times 
before the ſhaking of: the Houſe, and 
the falling of Stones would 


Which when I found an opportunity 
for doing, I did, and diſcovered the 
Perſon in Diſtreſs was our own 
Houſe-keeper, who in the firſt Shock, 
had endeavoured to run out of our 
Houſe, with a Man Servant, but 
were met at the Street door by the 
Wall of a Houſe falling from the op- 
polite fide of the Way, which wound 
ed them both, but particularly the 
poor Woman,” and half buried them 


| | in its Rubbiſh, 


N ow putting all get Poe” 
of Obſervation and Employment to- 
gether, Ileave you to judge if they 


could be well eompriſed within leſs 


time than a quarter of an Hour : 
And, indeed, from comparing my 


Calculation with thoſe of ſome others, 
I 


Err — 


£2 ty : 
» 
77 
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* I find my Opinion 1 con- 
[8 cerning the time the two Sliocks of 
* the Farthg uake and the Interval be-; 


4 twixt — laſted. There has alſo 
been another Diſpute here about the 
exact time in ch the firſt Tremor 
began. Some thinking it was before, 
1 others after ten of the Clock; but 

| the. greateſt Number pronounce the 
Clock had not ſtruck. And in Con- 
flirmation of their Opinion, I have 
ſeen a Letter from Cad;s, that men- 
tioned the Shock's being felt there at 
* fifty-ſeven Minutes after Nine: And 
| q as it was much leſs conſiderable there, 
| it may, I think, be reaſonably con- 
| cluded to have happened — 


earlier at Lisbon. 


e Ne ee Rnd 


The firſt Care that employed m me 
* ter the great Shocks of the Earth- 
In quake were over, was to help our 
LR Houſekeeper out of the Rubbilh : 
| When having fetched her down a 
Chair 


1 


Chair to ir 3 in, I went my ſelf and 
ſent the wounded Servant or was 


not greatly hurt) to look for Aſſiſt- 
ance to help her. But after many 
Trials, in vain, to get a Surgeon, I 
jet her under the Care of an 7rifh 
Family in the N eighbourhood, and 

went over Heaps of Ruins to the 
large Square I have already deſcribed 


to be before the Palace, and by the 


Side of the River. 


There I found N 3 af Peo- 


ple, of all Nations, collected 
ther; with ſuch Signs of Terror — 
Diſtrefs in every 
be much better imagined than de- 
ſcribed. There were among them 
ſeveral Perſons almoſt A one 
of which was an Engliſh Sur geon, 


with nothing on him but a Shirt | 


Cloak, and Pair of Slippers. Jen 


dexvoured to prevail on him to go 


and viſit the poor Woman J had left 
—— behind 


Countenance as can 
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[ 38 ] 
behind me, by aſſuring him, that 
upon his aſking for them, my Ser- 
vant would ſupply him with a whole 
Suit of my Cloaths, and every thing 
elſe, he was in need of (for he — 21 
get none of his own, . the Houſe he 
lived in being fallen down) and he 
promiſed. me that he would go: But 
I believe: the poor Man was terrified 


from. doing it by. what. I am going. | 


to give an Account of; for he did 
not pay the Viſit, as the poor Wo- 
man has ſince told me, who fortu- 
nately eſcaped with her Life. 10 


Not long after my A at 1 * 
Place I have mentioned, a general 
Pannic was raiſed from a Crowd of 
People's 8 running from the Water- 
tide, all crying out the Sea was pour- 
ing in and would certainly over- 
hn the City. This new Alarm, 
created ſuch Horrors in the agitated 


Minds of the Poems. that vaſt 


NN umbers 


f* 79 1 
Numbers 'of them ran ſcreaming i into 
the ruinated City again, where, 4 
freſh Shock of the Earthquake im- 


mediately following, many of them 
were buried in the Ruins of 3 


Buildings. | 


W 1 My, — 


1 his Alarm was, 1 not 


entirely without Foundation. For 


the Water of the River roſe at once 
above twenty Feet perpendicular, 


and ſubſided again to its natural 


Pitch in leſs than a Minute's time. 
was of the N umber' that continued 
where we were , but the Horror and 


Diſtraction of the Multitude were ſo 
increaſed by this aſtoniſhing Pheno- 
mena; that 1 confeſs they appeared 


more ſhocking- to me than even the 
ry Operations of the Earthquake. 


R or RAY of the Meltings of meet— 


mg Friends, the mutual Implorings 


of Pardon for all Offences, the La- 


mentations of Buſbands for their 


1 992 | Wives, 


„ 
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[ 20 ] | 
\Þ Wives, Parents for their Oflopring, : 
il Children for thoſe who had given 
; them Being, and all in —— for 


"| | their — Fortunes and Poſleſions 4 
nao there was nothing to be ſeen | 
. but Gatherings of — about 


5 Prieſts and Friars, all falling on their 
i} Knees, kiſſing the Earth, beating 
i their Breaſts, flapping their Cheeks, | 
12 and crying out for Abſolution, which 
' | was granted in general Ternis t | 
|} Hundreds of them at once. 

| 


The Riling of the Water, J gueſs, 
| happened at about eleven of the 
| Clock. And in this Scene of An- 
guiſh and Deſpair J continued till N 

about twelve; when in a State of | 
Reſtleſſneſs ond Anxiety, I removed | 
to the Fiſh-Market, which was in 
the Neighbourhood, There J joined 
2 diſconſolate Family, who ſat look- 
ing on the Ruins of their fallen 


Houſe. I continued with them for 
ſome 
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whither we ſhould go 


reſolved to direct — Courſe to an 


1271 


** time i And, as it was a public 


Outlet from the City y, obſerving 


many Perſons whom wy knew hur- 
rying out of Town, I 


propoſed: to 


the Gentlemen to ke the ſame 


Courſe, which they at firſt declined. 
But on my king. Leave of them 


they called me back; and, altering 
their Reſolution, told x me : they would 


accompany” git: | 


"Of. d n 9 | 8 


was no one but myſelf that had 
either Hat, Wig, Fs. or Shoe, and 
we ſet forward without knowing 
At length we 


Engliſb Gentleman's Country-houſe, 
about a League eaſtward of the City, 
1 as to ſhelter us all 
for ſome Days till the greateſt Part 
of our y could get aboard 


Ships bound r En 3 but it is 


Rl the Habitation ol myſelf and 


one 
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[ 22 } 
one of the Gentlemen that accom- 
nie me, as well as of two other 


Families of Foreigners, and one of 
vis (ed i in 1 * 


a 


'In the Mk I retui ned ak 
two other Gentlemen to the City, 

where I rejoiced in being the Means 
of ſaving ſome conſiderable Effects 
of a Friend, but could do nothing 
for myſelf. However, I went early 
the following Morning to my own 
Houle accompanied with two People, 
from whence: with the utmoſt Difh- 
culty and Hazard I ſaved ſome 
Books, Papers, and wearing Apparel; 

which was done with ſo much Fa- 
tigue, . that one of my Companions 
got a dangerous Diſorder from it, 
and I myſelf was not well for a Week 
after it. As ſoon as we had: got 
thoſe few things to a Place of Safety, 


another Attempt was however made 
for fetching more, but on the Ar- 


rival 


(46-1 
* of the firſt Perſon who return 


to the Houſe, it was: found to be on 


Fire; and as no Money could pro- 
cure Aſſiſtance at. WY Time of 15 0 


1 * ' . 


. my. Houſe — every Thing 


in it to the * of: the merch | 


| Flames. x1 = r 5 ITT | 


1 ſhould habe mentioned, that” on 
our firſt leaving of the City, We 
perceived, by the Clouds of. Smoke 
which we faw ariſe, ' that it had 
taken Fire; and we have fince heard; 
from Perſons who were upon Emi- 


nences when the Earthquake hap- 


pened, that the two great. Shocks, 
had been over very few Minutes, be- 
fore they perœeived tlie Ruins had 
taken Fire at fix or ſeven different 
Places. The firſt that Was obſerved, 


— 


was at the Convent or Church off * 


S. Domingo in the Rocio: The 
ſecond, at the Boa Hora, near the 
Palace: : 
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Palace: The reſt at other Parts of 
the City, which all raging with great 
Fury, and burning for five or fix 
Days faccefſively, reduced the whole 

Capital of Portugal to Aſhes, except 
a few Houſes at the Out-ſkirts of the 
Town, which are, however, ſo much 
ſhattered with the Earthquake, as to 
be unfit for other Service, than, by 
the Help of Props to afford a pre- 
ſent Shelter to Crowds that could 
otherwiſe have no Screen at all 
againſt the Inclemencies of Weather, 


Which, in reſpect to Rain and plerc- 


ing Winds, are frequently extremely i 
ſevere in this Country during a Li 
Part of the Winter Seaſon, _ 


The Lok of Lives froth this dead 
ful and double Calainity, has dottbt- 
leſs been very great. There is no 
Poſſibility of aſcertaining Numbers, 
becauſe there was fach a Hurry i 
Aring the * of ſuch dead Bo- 


dies 
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dies las dould: be got at, that no Ac- 
counts of them could be well taken. 
L ive; in general, heard the Num- 
bers killed by the Rarthquake eſti- 
mated at about thirty Thouſand ;; 
and I haue heafd the -Calcnlation! 
carried by others. mich hi ger. The 
Difaſter it is certain; happened on 
onecbf ake moſt unlucky: = in che 
ple Wear, fort the Circumſtances | 
of: Hlaughter and Fife, Ln it beth; 
the: Dayof Au Soins, every; Altar 


im iiocery Church) Chape h Convent 
and! irate Houle, 4 f lighubd- up. 
The Dime uf che Day likewiſe was 


anoiller very unfortimate Particular, 
it being that in Which moſt People 
went-70. their Derotions, which this 
Day made necefiary to pay at every 
Altario Plius were the r Churches | 
crouded with an extraordinary Con- 
courſe f People,” who all contirmed 
an:tnuſual Time within them; and 
: : hap- 


L tet vn ——— 


* 
rr 


F 26 


happening at the Time of the Day 
maſk convenient for the Generality* 


of People's attending divine Service, 
occaſioned a terrible; Slaughtes, for! 
there.was ſcarce a Church or Chapel 
in the City whoſe Roof did not fall 
in with the Earthquake, and haidly: 


one that at the ſame Time wagt. 


quite filled * with. People. 'Totheſe 
Numbers; if we add be that pe- 
riſhed Within. Deos, and vitltbut 
from the falling of tlie Houſes! and 
afterwards, of thoſe who from being 
wounded and whelmed under Ruins, 
were hurnt to Death, and thoſe who 
died-afterwards.of Wounds and ick: 
neſs got in this terrible Calamity, | 


the Loſs of Lives mũſt: be immenſe: 


But it is what, from the Nature of 
Things, a true Knowledge of can 
never be arrived at. As to the Fires, 
I have already mentioned that the 


1 27 J 
two firſt that app ared were in 
Churches or Cofivents, and proba- 
bly moſt others had cos Beginnings 
at le Places, on account cof the 
vaſt Numbers of Candles that were 
that Day burning within them. But 
1 muſt; however, acquaint you that 
| ſome; Malefactors, ſince executed for 
plundering the Ruins, have confeſſed 
they Grad. ſonde: Places in the City 
in order td facili tate theit : Scheme 
for Robbing : Vet there id no Rea! 
ſon to Pha that the firſt Fires began 
| rw the Help: i of Incendiaries, 
and that many 5 them; if not alli 
had, their Beginnings 1 in the Chu rchest 


Gr a  numietous | ' Quantity of 
Proteſtants of many Nations who 
reſided i in that Metropolis, it cer- 
tain; a very inconſiderable Ni 80 T © 


07.9 


them periſhed, "and, man ny « of them 


I may, with Fruth and Decency, 
27 D 2 - ſay 


mate, 


day, had 48-4 miraculous: Eſcapes, 
It was + Chum 
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1-Day to the Enel 
F actory, and the 18 dan wh 
was to have performed l ivine Ser 
vice, was one Who hadi heeHH fred 
but a very few Days: from Fagland 
for the Recovery of his Health. 
This Gentleman was, by Way"'ef 
Phyſical-Exerciſe, walking upoff the 
Pladform of the Caſtle 3 

Earthquake began, and had, 
for himſelf, Caine Tie“ t 85 | 
utmolt therein, on ccbufft of the 
extreme Fineneſs of the Merninig. 


But as his Situation then ſaved bim 


from the Danger of falling Buildings: 
or at leaſt the Horror of ſeeing them 
tumble around him, 5 it mu- d 


involved him in other A pprehenfions, 4 


which, being fingular in their. Na- 


ture, T ſhall take upon me . 4a 
of giving you, A Reon of. 


Ti 


po hae; i 
Den ; could-of chu + bring jul 
ching of the-Ranguage of the Conn 
UFE and the Pair pronunci- 
ation of Lain 3 difftranl 
from that uſed in Zng/and; the Peo- 

ple of the two Nations:eannot under- 
Rand-one another, ch in the fieaks 
ing af that Tongue Alter dae 
great Shacks of the Eariſi 
over, and the N be were 
bagan;e6 exerciſe themfobinlah inne 
J of Penitende and Divotion, you mby 
J imagine a folitary Cletgyman, he 
Function and. Religion her had crea: 
n 80 conclude were particularly cb 
noxious, and who kad it not in his 
Power, to make himſelf undetftood, 
or of und others, mut 
coneeive Himſelf to be- ma periluus 
Situation. And whether he ſhewed 
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any ſigns af henſion that night 
— upon him, or that 


any one informed them who, 
what he was, or that itwas a ſingular 
Zeal in the Crowd at that Place; or, 
in ſhort; from what Notice there is 
no pretending to ſay, but che i Mal: 
titude gathered about him, he appre- 
hended to put: an end tõ his-Life; 
but he ſwas ſo much miſtaken, ! that 


it was Ge good: Will to ſave his Soul, 
for the Hrieſts that were with him faifly 
Baptized him without his _— 


59 they, were abdut, till they came 
to the Cikcofyhs Water in the Cere- 


mony, and then it was in vain td 


reſiſt. After they had accom 
pliſhed their Work, the poor miſ- 
guided Zealots expreſſed. ſo wonder: 
ful. a Regard and Fondneſs: for their 
fancy d Fracht, that the Prieſts 


even proceeded to kneeling down be- 


fore him and embracing his Knees, 


nay 


1651] 


lay to _ thei very kiſſing uf his Bert. 


But howeves to do Tulticodothe Ped. 
ple of the Country, Lmiiſt dechare, 


this was the only iact of! violent hat 


was 6s olfeod. n Berciner of any. De 
nomination, and this) being: miſtak- 
attended witir ndr 


ee whatever, ought=rather; | 


to, be cenſulered as an Act of tender 
Affection 2 for dit was in them poot; 
and al) ne ather than a Deſi to favey 
by, an Act of kind: Compulſion, 4 
Soul whith they thought mi er- 
wile, Des ink "bly. lat. 7 A 
Proof that the Prieſts were no-wiiſer 
than theinLay-attendants in this fruit) 
leſs Act of 5 muſt -acquaiziÞ 


: you that; our Baptiſm is admittedoti 


be vallid hy the very Canons of the 
Church of: Rome, as on this very; o 
calion the ** 8 Nuncio has declared, 


9 


PRO 
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5 —— 2 
gy that affiſtod in che itim m 
unneceſſaryi Aiiiiniſtfatioul of hat 
Sacrament; be would tap him 
to 1 Wert proper 'punithed, 
[ al dm Account 5 
N de wurd Abuiſtes in ther od sf 
ius as Wellias Gurs I Ufefin 
a double genſt Nhenthe Aft 
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to be noſed abroad, | che Abbe . 
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unnery wrote Tn ulatory Let 
ter to the Br/ nn. i Ow 
verſion, and deck la Teſtam wa 
of his true: Catholiciſm, 4 1 
Charity for the Siſterhood Under 
Care; by whick means, ehe 1100 
Mother encountred :a-[Rebuke,: and 
loſt, by the claim of 8 


uin which: Hi 
otherwiſe have afforded. * 
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But to return to my Acount ot 
this dreadful Calamity, I have now 
to mention that thoſe who could ob- 
ſerve the Motions of the Earth dur- 
ing the Shakings of it, ſay, that its 
| Wavings were Eaſt a Weſt, which 
is the Courſe of the River Tagus from 
Licbon to the Ocean. During the 
two violent Shocks of the Earthquake, 
the principal Key of the City, which 
was new, and built of a coarſe Mar- 
ble, in a manner extremely ſtrong, 
for the Stones were not onl crampt 
together with Irons, but alſo let into 
one another by Joints, ſo as to be 
made almoſt one ſolid Block, all funk 
together (though the Tide ebbed be- 
fore many Yards below the Foot of 
it) quite under Water, and fo =P | 
ha no Pole could reach to the up- 
part of it. I have been fince to d 
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tend to fay) that having been tried 
with a Line, it is diſcovered to have 
ſunk fifty Fathom below the Surface 
of the Water. So it is probable the 


whole Bed of the River is altered; 


for during the firſt Shocks, and an 
Hour before the Riſing of the Water 

in ſo extraordinary a manner as I |} 
have deſcribed, ſeveral Boats paſling 
on the River were ſeen to twirl round 
as in a Whirl-pool, and then, with 
their Sterns mounted out of the Wa- 
ter, plunged head foremoſt beneath 
it, without 1ifing any more, at leaſt | 
within Eye-reach of the beholders. 
Several Stacks of Salt on the Banks 
of the River, many Leagues above 
Lisbon, funk almoſt to their whole 
Height into the Ground, and ſo re- 
main. The Earth opened in abun- 


dance of Places of the Kingdom. As 


at Alcantara, a League Welt of the 
City; at Sacavem, two Leagues to 


the | 
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the N orth-Eaſt; at St. Martinho, 
fifteen Leagues towards the North- 
Weſt; at Azeitam, three Leagues to 


the South ; and at Setuwal, four 
Leagues end the South-Weſt of 


it. Not to mention Places at a greater 
Diſtance. Some of - theſe Chaſms 
remain yet open, others cloſed up 
again; out of ſome iſſued Water, 
from others came a ſulphurous Va- 
pour, and from others there pro- 


ceeded nothing but Wind. 


Concerning the Extent of this 
Earthquake and its Effects, we can 


ſay no more at preſent than that it 


was immenſely great. All Portugal, 
and moſt, if not all, of the King- 


dom of Spain felt it. Ships have ar- 
rived that felt it fifty Leagues at Sea, 


to the Weſtward. It was felt, we 
hear, at Corke in Ireland; and we 


are told there was a very cots 5 
122 able 
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able ener Riſing of the Sea at 


Mounts- Bay in eh or" How it 
has fared with France, Italy, Bar- 
bary, and the Heftern Iſlands, we 

are impatient to learn, and are in- 
deed under great Apprehenſions ot | 
the Security of the latter. 


It would bh I vain ' Attempt 2 
endeavour deſcribing the numberlefs. 
Mil ſeries, and terrible Diſtreſſes of all 


kinds, occaſioned by this dreadful | 


Calamity, as well as the ſhock! 


Effects that it had on the Minds of 


all People. Infinite were the Num- 
bers of poor broken-limbed Perſons, 


who were forced to be deſerted even 


by thoſe who loved them beſt, and 
leſt to the miſerable Torture of be- 
ing burnt alive. Women big with 
Child were delivered in the open 
Fields and Places, amidſt the Groans 
and Cries of trembling Multitudes. 

| | A large 
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A large Number of Perſons remain- 


ed, ſome two, others three Day 8 in 


the great Square by che Palace, while 
that Edifice and every Houſe round 
it was reduced to py ain Nay; the 

few Neceſſaries they had ſaved from 


their Houſes, and which we ſcat⸗ 


tered about the Place took Fire, and 
many helpleſs Perſons were burnt to 
Death by them, while others were 
hurried from one Part to another 
with their Limbs broken, and for 
the Setting of which they had been 
able to get no Aſſiſtance, many 
in various Diſtempers, with which 
they were afflicted, and all diſtracted 
_ Terrors, or finking under the 
Anguiſh of Deſpair. In that Place, 
nd” in the midſt of theſe Diſtreſſes, 
a poor Gentlewoman was delve? 
of Twins: Thoſe about her, till 
they could find Means of eſcaping, 
did what they could to affiſt her, as 
I have 
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J have been told by one who con- 
tinued three Days there, but what 
at laſt became of her I know not. 


Numbers continue in the Fields till 
this time (as do the whole Royal 


Family in the Gardens of one of the 
Palaces at Belem) partly for want of 
Houſes to ſhelter them, and partly | 
from Fear of truſting themſelves un- | 
der the Roofs of them, as there are 
ſometimes Shakings | of the Earth 
even to this Hour, which is in the 
twentieth Day from the Beginning | 
of this diſaſtrous Calamity. 27 998 þ 


In paſſing about the Boundaries of 
the City, for ſome Days after the 
Deſtruction of it, twas extremely 
affecting to receive the Congratula- 
tions on my Eſcape, from thoſe who 
know me, and to obſerve thoſe of 
others. For the firſt few Days the 


N atives ſeemed entirely taken up 


WI vith 
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has hardly befallen any Place on 
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with Acts of Devotion and Repen- 

tance : Every Road and every Field 
were filled with People at tr 
or in Proceſſions. But Time, and 
a little rainy Weather, have turned 
ſome of their Thoughts to other 
neceſſary Duties; = now there be- 
gins to be an Appearance of "A 
and Compoſure againn. 


* have paſt through 8 Wat of 
the- principal Parts ef the City, and 
__ are dreadful indeed to behold. 
I believe ſo compleat a Deſtruction 


Earth, ſince the Overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. | 


The Britiſh Factory 1 upon 
this melancholy Occaſion, have acted 
with Wiſdom and Honour worthy 
of their Country. They, like thoſe 
of all other Nations, are almoſt all 
rue; Vet ſuch as had any Ware- 

houſes 
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houſes of Proviſions by them, went. 
immediately and offered them on 
the moſt reaſonable. Terms to the 
King, who accepted tlie Offer: with 
great Marks of Approbation. Suck 


a Reſolution not only diſcovered a 
humane Diſpoſition in themſelves, 


but was a Proof of great —— 


alſo; for amidſt an unhouſed and 
diſtracted People, there was no Se- 
curity for Property of that Eind, 
eſpecially if the Owners of them had 
pretended to ftand upon Terms. 


And as ſoon as the Factory could 


be aſſembled, they unanimouſly re- 


folved upon preſentin g to his Moſt 


Faithful _ the following Ad- 
dreſs. 
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MS HE Conſul- General a and Mer- 
392 chants, Subjects of his f 
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7 Eng Mainly, be Leave to off 
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« at your. royal Feet, their — 


4 \ $4 Vi 44S 


5 Condolance. on the. late Calamity | 
7 which the Almighty hath permit- 


5 ted to befal your capital City, 
c and ſeveral other Par ts of your 


c Majeſty” 8 Dominions. | t 
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| TRE 
c Truly ſenſible, ER they are, of 
© your Majeſty's — Wenden. 
and grateful for the repatgt In- 
« ſtances they- have cee 5 you 
© Royal Protection, they beg Leave 
to aſſure your Majeſty of their 
© chearful and determined Reſolu- 
© tion to proſecute, . under your au- 


8 -ſpicious Influence and ſovereign 
© Tuſtice, a Commerce ſo particu- 


8 larly neceflary- : at this Time, and z 


c always fo advantageous” to the 


c N af. Great. Britain and 


c * Portugal.” —_— 
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© They think & i in a — 
© manner, their Duty to expreſs the 
: ſtrong Reliance they have on yy 
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« Majoſly's 8 princely Care ov * 


ing ſuch wiſe Regulations for the 
« Security of Commerce, and Re- 


© eſtabliſhment of Mercantile Ore- 


g dit, as may fix them on the juſteſt 
c and firmeſt Foundations: 2 Such as 


c may, by their public Utility, re- 
< fle& the brighteſt Glory on your 


© Royal Name, and make your Do- 


« MINIONS proſperous and A to 
St he lateſt Poſterity,”” 


This Addreſs was Fs to 
his Portugeſe Majefty on the follow- 


ing Day, in the Language of his 


Country, by the Britiſs Conſul, 
introduced by his Majeſty's Envoy at 
that Court. It was moſt graciouſly 
received by the King, and highly ap- 
proved ot by his Mini And that 
F 2 0 
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the Merit of it may reſt where it 
ought to do, let me acquaint you 
that it was ſingly thought of, and 
drawn up by that Man ein was 
lately fo illegally and barbarouſly 
_ perſecuted by the Court of Portugal, 
and happened to be preſented on 
the very Day which, two Years be- 
fore, he had bios baniſhed that 
Kingdom, without a Crime, and un- 
Heard in his Defence ; a Sacrifice as 
its ſuppoſed to private Malice to the 
Diſhonour of his Portuguęſe Majeſty, 
the Diſgrace of Juſtice, and the Pre- 
judice of, unſhaken Integrity and 


unſullied Innocence. 


1 may perhaps trouble you with 
A fednd: Letter on the Conſequences 
_ of this fatal Affair, not only to Por- 
regal, but alſo to Greum-Britain and 
other trading Nations in Europe, 


5 


45 
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Mind may make leſs imperfect 
than that I now trouble you with, 
who am 13 


Dear 975 
Your moft faithful 


x and obedient Servant, 
MARVILLA, 
Nov. 20, 1755. 


„ S. 
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